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Using NUMU in International Baccalaureate Programmes

The flexibility and rich engagement that NUMU provides makes it ideally suited to delivering the International Baccalaureate curriculum. In this article we look at how an International School is using NUMU in music projects across the Middle Years Programme (MYP).

Lisa Gibson is head of Music at the Hampstead campus of Southbank International School in London. She has been using NUMU with her MYP students to explore technology, composition, enterprise and culture in support of the areas of interaction in the MYP’s holistic curriculum. 

The Process

Students use music software and live instruments to compose their own original pieces in groups or on their own. They then set up their own web page on NUMU where they upload artwork and write a profile about themselves and their interests. The artists can then add their music for others to listen to and comment on. All the music is featured on Southbank’s own area in NUMU. Anybody can listen to music on NUMU from anywhere in the world and students compete in school and national charts for listeners. Throughout this process students are encouraged to add to their blog to reflect on their experience and review each others work through comments.

Broad Impact

By combining music technology, social networking websites and performance in this way, Lisa can deliver projects which cover much of the MYP programme. 

“NUMU can be a valuable tool to deliver projects and share work created under most of the MYP Areas of Interaction.”

Approaches to Learning

Students take responsibility for managing their own projects and developing their own profile on NUMU. They can reflect on their progress through writing their profiles and blog entries. They also receive peer review and feedback through comments and competing in the NUMU charts.

“NUMU offers students not just staff responses but other students reflecting on their work”

Homo Faber

Through listening and composing music, producing artwork and developing web pages, students explore multiple ways to create and develop using a range of technologies.

“Our students have a lot of freedom but are also very highly motivated this gives them the freedom to go off and explore other areas.”

Community and Service

Students are encouraged to write songs around issues that concern them.  Another way Lisa plans to incorporate NUMU in the future is to create a NUMU top ten CD, which will be marketed throughout the school to raise money for a charity.  Students will be responsible for efficiently costing this project and producing the CDs.  This will tie into their Community Service Unit, which looks at how music can be used as a tool to help people. 
“What I try to do with the programme here is give students as many chances as possible to see the opportunities which are available through music.”

Health and Social Education

Being part of the safe community on NUMU can bring many other benefits for students’ confidence and communication skills.

“Our school does not allow the use of My Space or You Tube because of the explicit content, NUMU is brilliant because it’s monitored and it’s not adults who are using it. It’s like a safe My Space, which means they can have the experience of using My Space but in a safe way.  So many musicians are using My Space now to market themselves; I think it’s important that students be taught how to use the Internet as a tool to create possible career opportunities for themselves in music. NUMU allows them to experience the process in a safe way.”

Students on NUMU have access to a wide community of other musicians their age from different backgrounds and countries. 

“Part of the curriculum is teaching about the home country’s culture and NUMU gives them access to that directly.”

“State schools tend to mix a lot more than international schools which can be more isolated. There can be a segregation between state schools and International schools and NUMU provides a gateway and connections between students.”

Summary

The students at Southbank International School have relished the challenge and opportunity Lisa has provided them through NUMU. Many students have become minor celebrities within school and in the wider NUMU community.

“Thanks to all of our wonderful fans for making us the artist of the week.” IceBoxx

In developing the project Lisa has introduced music technology elements to the schools curriculum and is planning to expand this to their High School campus next year where she sees great potential.

“Music Technology is often not as prevalent in independent schools because it is not necessarily in the curriculum.  This is a great way to introduce it.”

Next Steps

To start using NUMU in your school or for more information on training, support or consultation contact:

Email: info@numu.org.uk 

Telephone: 0113 2469989 

Other Links:

NUMU - www.numu.org.uk 

Southbank International Label -  www.numu.org.uk/southbank 

Southbak International School - www.southbank.org 

International Baccalaureate – www.ibo.org  

Musical Futures -  www.musicalfutures.org.uk 

Music Manifesto - www.musicmanifesto.co.uk/features/details/re-engaging-with-learning...-we-have-the-technology/18862
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